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CHAPTER IX—Continued.
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*Rovks be d-— stiorted the chief
And leated forward carvestly, “Look |
bere, Fell Do you belleve In vour |
Neart that Mall ard killed s tather?

Fell waw silent & mowent uuder that
mtent seruting,

“From the evideace, 1 am foromd
aguinst my will to belleve 1" he suid
At last "Of course, he'll e able to
Move that Le was not the Masquer on
previous weonslons; bis ulibis will tuke

care of that. Up to the polnt of the
®urder, bis story 1s all right And, |
@y friend, there Is & chance 6 very

Mim tesuous
ory In trye
PErIOn  must Lave appeared as
Masquer, which seeus unlikely—"

"Or else put tae Den Chacherrs,
mmoethly, “the rem! origiual Muasquer
howed up!™

There wus an Instact sllence. Ja
thin Fell regarded his henchiman with |
deady gray eyes. Ben Chucherrs et
the luek with alwost & trace of ded
sace, The chief frowned dorkly

“Yeu'" sald the chlef. ““That's the
size of W, Fell Youre keepin' quiet
Aboul the vame of the real Masquer;
why ™

“Becanse,” aald Fell calmly, “1 hap
Poa (e know thal be was (o the audl. ]
torium at the tine of the murder”

Agula sllence. Bea Chacherre stared
at Fell with amassnent and wdmira-
Uem a his gaze. “When the master
Uea, he les magnificentiy ' he mur
mured \a Freoch

“Well™ and the chief geslured de
spalringly, “l guess that lets out the |
rell Masguer, b ¥’

“Exactly,” assoted Fell. “No use
éragpiug bl oame Into 1t ' keep |
&l weork on this, chief, and |if any
thog twrns up to clear young Mall- |
lard, I'M be very glad ™

“AlU right™ grunted the chief aod |
rese. “Tll be oo my way ™ |

He departed. Neither Fell nor Cha
oharre meved or spoke for a space. |
Whaa at leogth the clang of the cle |
vater deor resounded through the de |
Serted corridors Ben Chacherre slipped
from his chalr sad went to the outer
door. He glanced out Into the hall, |
closed the door, end with a tod re |
turned te his chair |

“Well?™ Juchiu Fell regarded him
with lotent, searching eves “"Have
you auy Mght to throw on the cw‘n-‘
sloa?”

Chacherre's usual alr of cool impua- |
deace was pever 0 evidetnce when be
talked with Mr Fell .

“No,” be maid mhnking his head
“Hammood worked on the car until
about mine o'clock, then best It te
bed, 1 guess. 1 quit the Job at ten,
and his Ught had beea out some time |
Well, oaaster, this is a queer affair!
There's no doubt that Gramont pulled |
i eh 7™ |

"Tou thick so™ anked Fell

Chaclesre wade & gesture of ansent
“"Whea the tree falls, the kid can cllinh
It!  Amy fool can see that Gramout
was the man Dou't you think so
yourself, mwster?

dachin Fell padied

“Tes. But we've 1o evidence—oy-

chance—that his entire
le that case, another
the

erything lles wgnlust young Malllard
Barly o the worning Gramont goes to
Paradis to examive that

and of Miss

= |

b & aid

"Leok Mere, Feill Do You Believe in
Your MHeart That Malllard Killed Hig
Fathert™

Ledanels’ along the bayou He'll
Prebably say nothing of this murder
to Hammond, and the chauffeur may
mat find ewt about It until a day or
two—ithey get few newspapers down
there,

“Drive dewn to Paradis in the morn-
lag, Bea; get lato touch with Ham.
mend, aad discover what time (ira-
meni got heme touight. Write me
what you fad oul. Then take charge
of thiags st the Qumberts place, Make
e et every car la handled right
A heademariers wan from Moblle will
Be here tomerrow to trace the Noa-
parell Twelve that Gramont now
owna."

Ohasharre whistied under hig breath,
“Whatr

Jashin PFell amliied slightly and
Sodded “Yes. If Gramont remalns
‘lem‘hlﬂndu“
hareo—i'm aet sure yot. [ Intend to

e that men Ham-

| remalned

| half & mile.

ystery

FHE®  wople? Fhey bought it Inne
teutly." A pecullar smlle twivted
Feldl's  lips  wwpey In fact, they

Cught It from & wan oamed Ham
| mond, as the evidence will show very

early.”

Ben Chachorre started, since he had
#illd that rar hltuself, Then a slow
SF Catie Inte Wis thin features—a
krin that widened Into B Uiieelens
luugh,

“Muster, you ape magnifcent ™ he

said, and rose. “Well, If there Is Doan.
g further on hand, | ahall K0 o el ™

“An excellent program.” sald Jachin
Fell, und took hiw hat from the dewk.
"l wust get sowe sl P wyeelf

They left the oMce and the bullg-
Ing together

Three hours afterward the dawn
had set In—g euld E™my and dismal
dawn thut rose upon s city lttered
with the aftermath of carnlval “Lean
Wednesduy” |t o mober fuet
Thus tar, the city In general was ig
norapt of the trugedy which had taken
Piace at the very concluslon of Its
payesi camival season. Within g few
hours business and  social circies
Would be swept by the fact of Joseph
Muillard's murder, but at this early
polnt of the day the cfity slept. The
Wworolug papers, which today carried &
Uews story that promised te shock
and stun the entire community, were
not yet distribyted.

Rising before daylight, Heary Gra.
mont and Hammond breakfasted sarty
and were off by aix ln the car They
Were well outside town and weaping
on their way to Terrebonne parish
and the town of Parsdis before they
fealized that the day was not going
fo brighten appreciably lostead, 1t
very cloudy and tloamy,
with a chill threat of rals in the alr

Weather mattered Uttle to Gruwont
When fnally the excellent highway

"as

was left baliind, and thes started om |

the last lap of thelr seveuty-mile ride,
they found the parish roads execrable
And the going slow Thus poon was
At hand when they at leagth pulled In-
to Paradla, the town closest to lLucle
Ledanols’ bayou land  The rmin was
still holding off

“Too cold 1o raln™ oheerved (ira-
mont.  “Let's hit for the hatel and
Eet samething to eat |
locate the land, which s somewhere
bear town ™

They Qscovered the horel te be an
Ancient structure and boasting prices

worthy of Lafitte and his buceansers

A% In many small towns of Loulsiana,
however, the food proved ot for a
king
cruyfish bisque, and probably |llegal
venison, (ramoeot sighe! regrel that
he could eat no more. and set about
Inquiring where the Ledanols farm lay
There was very little, (ndeed. to
Paradls, which lay on the bayou but
well awny from the rallroad It wae 8
descinte spot, unpainted and uakermpt,
The parish seat of Houma had robbed
It of all life and growth on the one
and; on the other, the new ofl and
Kns district hnd not yet tourhed [t

have to |

e —

THE MARBLE HILL PRESS, MARBLE HILL, MISSOURI.

& cluster of towering trees. Indeed
frees were everywhere nbout the fu i,
which hud grown up o a regular sup
ling forest The bLulldings were in
& rinous stute—olapboards hanging
loosely, rooafs dotted by suping holes
doors and windows long since gone
Leaving the CAr, Giramont, followed
by the chauffeur, went 1o the front
dwirany and surveyed the wrecknye

sl e

"What @0 you say, Hammond? Think
e cul stop here, or kv back to the
haotel? 1t not moach of & s to
town —*

Hammond poinied 1o o whie fire
Place facing them.
"1 can get thin shack ¢louned put In

nbout half an hour—this one  rooin
anyhow  When we E*t a fire guin® (n
there, and bowrd up the windows and

doorn, we ought to be comforialile
voough.  But salt yourself capn! It's
Yuur faneral ™

Gramont Inughed. “Al right.  Ge
ahead and clean up, then, and if ruln
comes down we can camp here e
*ure and look for snakes and vermin
The floor seems sound nnd If there s

“Think We Can Sep Hers, or Ge
Back to the Hetelr™

pleaty of moss on he frees, we mn
ake up comfortable heda Teo bad

| you're uot a fsherman, or we might

After a light lunclieon of quall |

Saotuthward lay the swnmp— fully
forty milles of Nt merging by degrees
into the Gulf Forty mileg of CYpreas

irsh and winding bayou nnchin e ed
mexplored sseve by ocensionag hunters
or  semlwrvasiong! sheriffs. No man
Kiew who or what might be In those
swhinps, and no one cared to know
The man who brought in fish  or |
oysters o his skiff might be o bayou
fisherman. und be might be & mur-
derer wanited In ten states Curiosity
Was upt o prove sxtremely tunhenalthy

Like the Atchafalayn where chance
travelers find themselves abruptly op
visewhere, the Terrvbonne
swarips have thelr own secrets and
know how to k#ep them

Gramont had po diMculty 1n locat
ng the Ledanols Innd and he found

Heresd

[ that 1t was by no mesans In the swamp

A part of It Iving closer to Houma
hnd been sold and was now Includad
In the new ofl district; It wan thiy por
tlon which Joseph Malllard Lad sold
off,

The remalnder. and the Inrgest por-
flon. Iny north of Paradis and ran
nloug the weat bank of the bayou for
A long-abandoned farm.
It wan high ground, with the timber
well cleared of apd excellently o
cated: but tenants were hard to et

| and shiftless when obtained. so that

the place bad not been farmed for the
Inst five yenrs or more, After Ketting
these facts, Gramont consulied with
Hammond.

"We'd better buy some grub here In
town and arrange to stay a rcouple of
nights on the farm, If necessary” he
sald. “There are some bulldings there,
80 we'll And shelter. Along the bayou
are summer cottages—I belleve s0me
of them rather pretentious places—
and we ought te find the read pretty
decent, It's ooly three or feur miles
out of rtown™

With some provisiong plled in the
car. they set forth. The rosd wound
aiong the bayou aide, past anclent
‘Cajun farms and the squat homes of
fisbermen. Here and there had been
placed camps and summer cottages,
nestling amid groups of buge osks and
cypress, whose fronds of sliver-gray
moss hung In drooping clusters llke
pale and ghostly shrouds.

Watching the road closaly, Gramaoat
suddenly found the Isndmarks that
had been described to him, and or
dered Hammond to step and turn In
At & gap In the fence which had once
been an entrance gate,

"Here we are! These are the bulld.
Ings off to the right. Whew! I sheuld
Bay it had been abandomed | Nothing
much left but rulna. Qo abead |*

Before them, as they dreve Ia fram
the road by a gress-covarsd drive,
showed & house, shed. and bara amid

|

| WaR an old letter

g* & freah Mab cut of the bayog—*

“1 got some tackie In town," apd
Hammond grinned widely

“Good work Then make yourseif
8t home and go to It We've most of
the afternoon before ug ™

Gramont lef! the house, and Leaded
down toward the bayou ahore

He took a letter from bis pocket,
opehed UL and glanced over It anew. It
one written bim
Brarly two years previously by Lucle
Ledasols It had been written mere
ly In the endeavor te distrect the
thoughts of & wounded soldier (o
bring his mind to louisiana away
from the strichen felds of Frasce In
the letter Lucie had described some of
the more Interesllng fratures of Hayou
Terrebonoe—the oyster snd shrimp
fects, the (hiness and Filipiue 1)
lagen along the gult far spyread
Cypress swamps, the bubbling foun
falns Furiosities. that bLroke
up through the streams and bayous of

the

natural

the whole wide pariah fountaine that
were caused by gas seeping up from
the earth's (nterior, and Lreaki'ng
through

Girnmont knew that piane were g
ready afoot to tap this feld of natural
End and plie It to New Urienns )

had been fuund too. nod all the fale
Was now oll mad  Forfunes were he
Ing made dslly and other fortunes
were being lomt daily hy thune whp

dexlt with oll stocks Instead of with
oll.

“Thome gus fountains did the worg '~
reflected Gramont. “Abd secordis £ to
thie letter there's one of those foun
tains here In the bayou. close to ber
property ‘Just opposite the dock” abe
says. The first thing Is te And the
dock, them the fountaln After that
we'll decide (I it's true wineral gan
If 1t 1a then the work's done— for I'U
sure take a chance on finding oll near
L o

Gramont came to the bayeu and be
gnu searching his way along the thick
and high fringe of buahes and maplings
that girded the water's ecdge. Preseut.
iy he came upon the rulned *vidences
of what had once been a amall Leut
shed. Not far from this he found the
dock referred to In the letter: Rothing
wan left of It except & fow mpiles pro-
truding from the surface of the waler
But he bad no weed to look farther
Directly before hlm, he paw that
which he was seeking

A dozen feet out from shere the wa-
ter was rising and failing ln a conting-
ous dome or foumtaln of highly
charged bubbles that rose a foot above
the surface. Orament stared st It
motionless. He watched It for a space
~—then, abruptly, be started It was a
violent start. a wtart of aheer smase
ment and [ncredulity,

He leaned forward, staring ne louger
8t the gas dome, but at the water
closer Inshore. For » moment be
thought that his senass had decoived
bim, them he saw that the thing was
there indeed, there beyoond any doubt
—a very falat traee of iridescent lght

CONFERENCE WORKS OUT PLANS

MARKETING OF LAMBS

ON THE

i

Lambs Being Assembied in Big Dipping Yard Pene ta Be Sent 1o the Vars
ous Marketa

Fropared by the Uatiad Siaies Depa st ment
o Agrieniiure )

Vlans for the more orderiy market
'ng of native lamba at Jersey (ty and
New York city, and the elimination of
vivlent Auctustions in prices of live
And dressed lambe at thew markets
are fo be worked out by & counmities
representing live stochk comminslion
et slaughterers, retallers, raliroads

Sock yard companies at Jersey liy |

sid New York, ensters lamb prodocers
snd the United Siaten Department of
Agriculture

This commities was Bpp=intes] an @
vaull of the ronference ralled revently
by the United Stntes Iwpartment of

Agriculture. st Jerpey (i1 At 1his
viference members of the (rade rey
vernling the various (ntervats on
gaged Ia the handling marketing
sinughtering and retalling of lambe 3¢
Jersey Ity apd New York wmet repre

filafives of sheep and lamb e
icers and the department Fracticsl

sil the factors respousibie for (e
“lde Ructuation in lemwd prices at Jer
sy 'y during certaln periods were

“ght out by fell Jdisvumion

Ihe conference developed the Pact
Latl the lamb problem ot Jersey Iy
» 8 preduction asd markeling prob

rombined abd thet l1e wart i Lhowg
s largely in the hands of the pro
"R and  slaughterers of pative

minbe, altheugh live stock commission
ety and retall ment deslers can annist
& remedying the sitoation

Oxupion Kay Pesition,

Jermey Uly oocupies & key position
In the channel of ¢latribution et wewy
e lamb producers and
cegter of consumption. Inssmuch a8 it
s the Anal publlc cencentration poimt
for live ismba destined for New York

city, the gremtest mesuming vuter for
dressed lnmbd o the U nited Sates and
A market that reguires Ligh grade
Prvdict

It was sthiown that erdinart Y Jersey
Iy les & reputalion of twing the
highest lamb market to (he country
but that during June. July and A ugust
it suffers violent price Buctostions be
Ause of e g Increase o receljpts
uf pative lumbe from Vieginia, West
Virgionia, t'hio. Kentucks Feunsyive

uis, Michigan and New York LYH T

ALYy material decrease o e supply of
live and dressed lambe recwived thers
and 8t New York city from Western
Polnie The situmtion s
by the marked irregularity U
uwe of the dally reveipts during §hose
moalks snd by the Inferior quality of
the offerings. ot of which arrive un
sorted and uagraded

It was brought wat that the roor
QuUality of these latubs is due largely
te the fallure of producers 1o use et
ter breeding stock and proper feeding
methods aud to dock and castrate
their lambe at the proper time The
fact that native lambs In so many In
stances bhecome (nfected in the sum
mer motihs with diseases of parasitic
origin, particuiarly stemsch wWormn,
makes it very Loportaul that they be
marketed before the milh fat disap-
pearn

These lambs usually are dropped st
& peried which requires that they be
marketed during the months of June,
July snd August. heoce they are a
periahable produce from a marketing
standpolat. When they reach Jersey
ity o larger pumbers than (he de
mand coan absorb, and cowe In com-
petition with the bigh-grade live and
dressed Western lamba, prices break
sharply and affect the inmb market
generally at all pelats Declines In
the dressed market often are more
drastic than those In the live market

Botter Breeding Bteck Urged.

It was agreed st the conference
that producers of native lambs should
use betfer breeding stock | supply am-
ple foed both to the ewen und lambs

complieated
the v

| for maximum guins la order 1o g

ket the Inmbe before they become (™
fested with purasites, and practice
docking and castration.

It was agreed, also, that producers
In the different areas should resch an
understanding which will Jead to the
lengthenlng of the breeding and mar-

| keting perfod, and that they should

that played ever the swrfnce of the |
water.
(TO BB CONTINURD.)
‘___'-_—*
Cleaning Himt,

co-operste In their marketing In such
& way as will insure grading and sort-
lng In the country and more orderly
movement of lawbe te market. Iy this
combection It was suggested that the
practice which appears to be general-
Iy followed In certaln staies of com-
tracting Sambe b0 ecuntry bajers for

the larges: I

dellvery during stated periods le large
Iy responsibie for (he irregularity In
the dally recelipts ot Jorsey (Uy  If
shippers would consign some of (heir
lambe. particularty the lower radea,
1o other markeis, whers there Ig 8 bet
ter ontiet. It would do much towsrds
rrmedying the sudedirabile conditions
| 8t Jersey (Miy and New York  Feed
ing stations establiabhed In the Rast as
| Femervelre from which 1o feed the
market as supplics are seeded alee
| Were meationed a8 8 means for reme
Aying ronditions,

Preducers asd commisslon men rev

ommend (hat loml and  Western
slaughtorers cooperate by endeaver
ng 1o redoce the volume of iheir &
fe i shipments and thelr shipments of
Westorn drvssed lambe 1o Jersey N1y
and New York from Middle Worstern
markets ol periosts whes fluts are
Inewn te ervur in erder in imsure g
PUpPly Be greater thas the demacd It
" mlso suggested that live stock
onunlaslon ten Advise thelr patrons
& o when gluts wsually sccur and
| when there are gond reascns lo belleve
| ome will ercur. eaplaining fully what
| happens when yndesirable and unfls
| ished lambe are seut 1o the Jereey (1)
market

It was recommended that retalion
feature lambd I their advertiniag and

| miling effarts during the period of o2
cmmmive receljis sl give consumers
sdvantage of recessions ia - b eesie
Prices. Any stepe talen sleng this line
would  enccarange omsamien  and
tend 1o check price Roctuations
Persennol of Commitiss

Although he wovemen| of Bative
lambe to market will mon be o b
ol for the current 1ot the rum ferwnre
A Unspimeus In e desire e work
out plans Immedlately which will in
Mure o onderly marketing and less
price Ructustio e fuliowing rom
Wiltew was aggwintied to wors to this
end wilh regresesiatives of the Unlted
States Ivpariment of Agricuiture

Ho K. Nicholl, Usited Divased Peef
company. New York, L. 8 Joseph
Vire president New York Rotchers
[romped  Mont rvmpany New York
Gieotge Kramee, United Master utch
s of Anwricn, New York . H. b W)
mer, Preuse) ivanis MHallroad Culspan y
Fhiladelphin , tie e A Flanson, vice
president New Yurk and New Jerwey
Live Rk asspriatla Jﬂ'" iy
4 H Meek, chief of markets
Richmend Va s MO B iam,
president and general wansger Jorsey
Aty stock yania Jersey 11y

| FORECASTS INCREASE
PROFITS ON ALFALFA

Growers in West Receive Predic-

tions Through Agents.

Soed Is Largely Grown From Becend
Crop and it Beasen s Late Froet
and Marvest Periode Come
Closs Togetner.

(Fropared by ihe Usnied faies Departmoent

o Agriceurs )

Forecasts of weatber conditions for
alfaifa Larvest are widely distributed
In the West, particulariy In Oklahoma,
where 2000 of more Erowers receive
the forecasts through the local agents
of the extension service of the United
States Department of Agriculture. In
Utah & rather limited but Important
frost-warning service for alfaifa seed
growers 18 In operation

Seed in largely grown from the see
ond crop, and If the season ia late
the barvest snd fall frost periods
Colne close togeiher  As the geed erop
lncresses in value at the rate of about
8 8 day for each acre of seed when

bLirean

Seed stand ns long as possible. When
temperatures low enough te cauge
damage are predicted by the weather
buresu It is not onusual for the sewd
Erowers (o run thelr cutting mackines
most of the night

In one section of Utal during a re
cenut barvest season fully 500 grres ot
wed were cutl after recelpt of the
warnings. at an aversge mrving of §0
to $30 an scre. Two of t(hese grow.
#r reported that they saved at leant
82000 an & resuit of the weather Ju
formation furnished by Uncle Sam

concerning frost conditiess

Bearing waturity, the Erowers let the + -

Rheumatism and

Dyspepsia Are
Soon Ended

Vietims of stomech troubls and
rhewuatiom often fAnd that when thedr
slomach 1= sct In order, the rheums
tmn disappears. Thousands of people
averywhere Liave testified that Tuniae
has freed them of both troubles simd-
tneously Mr. Robert Trotter, 148
Btate St, Bt. Paul, Minn., says;

“About & year ago | began te ]
down hill. Sour stomach and rhesma
tism In my arma and shoulders hegt
me In misery all the time Sinee tak
Ing Tanlac all my wches and pates
have gone. and my stomach s In fns
shape 'm glad to endorse such & flas
medicine ™

Badly digestad food fille the whols
aystem  with polsons Rheumatiem
and many other complaints not ges.
erally recognized as having thelr esl
£in In the stomach guickly respond
the right treatment (et a baotths te
day at any good druggist —Advertisy
wenl

Whademean, “Absent Minded ™

*Flappers in Ploppers™ s as neat a
bradilne a8 we've seen 1his -~
Iy the way o onrres sndent sends o
the following, wh & be found is he
writings of Jonathan Nwift - ~Abwest
minded people always kept o flu ppar
I the family as one of the domenties *

Hoston Transcrip

MOTHERS AND
DAUGHTERS
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Emerpriging Twing
sod Wilheim Diyresen. twin
brofthers, were boarm In Sweden o
March P I8M.  They entered the
Naval scndemy whem of age together
and ever sloce have been TUnRDing meck
and neck for naval honors Keeh hag
bheld mearly every Important post W
the Swedish navy They are now v
admirale and have saly one more reng
In the ladder to cllmb before rearhing
the grade of admiral

Gusty?
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